
One group in the Church captured the love of the congre­
gation when it made its first appearance. That is our Junior 
Choir. The Church has had such an organization for the past 
few years, but recently it has grown in numbers and has done 
its work exceptionally well--they have sung Bach and Handel! 
This group is open to all children who can sing but are not 
yet confirmed. 

THE COUNCIL 

Then I would mention that group which probably gets more 
blame than praise, but without which the work of the Church 
would be handicapped, the Church Council. These are eight­
een men, elected by the congregation for a term of three 
years. They are the congregation's representatives. It is im­
possible, ffi in our national government, to bring before the 
congregation each item of business to be transacted (we would 
he having congregational meetings all the time'), so these 
men are chosen because of their Christian lives, devotion to 
the Church and ability in leadership to serve as representa­
tives of the congregation. They frame the policies of the 
Church. Any maj or i tern of business is recommended by the men 
to the congregation for acceptance or refusal. It is no easy 
task to be a councilman, but it is one of the highest callings 
in the Church. 

THE CHURCH SCHOOL 

Then last, but by no means least, is our Church School. 
It is as old as Salem itself. Relics of those early days are 
found in German primers, Catechisms and Church School liter­
ature. The Church School aims to educate and train its child­
ren, youth and adults (the latter frequently, sad to say,for­
get this) in the Bible and the way of the Christian life. The 
Church School is the Church potential. Salem's enrollment at 
present in the school is 385. Not all of our membership is 
always present, but our attendance is large enolgh that we 
do not have sufficient space and adequate facilities to in­
instruct and worship as we should. The Workers] Conference 
is the teachers and officers of the school who meet regularly 
to transact necessary business and solve problems and diffi­
culties, chart projects and aims for the Church School. Our 
group is growing. That is hopeful and encouraging, but it 
has its darker side. We cannot accommodate a larger school! 
Something wi 11 have to be done in the very near future if we 
will provide Church School opportunities for the children 
of growing Catolsville. 
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THE ANNIVERSARY 

On September 24-30, 1949, I am observing my one hundredth 
Anniversary. All the pastors now living who have served my 
people will be preaching. Dr. Enders, Dr. Bowers and Pastor 
Newby. It was hoped that both of the sons of the congregation 
would be with us, but Pastor Vulgaris found it impossible for 
him to attend due to pastoral and synodical obligations at 
that time. Pastor Payne, however, is preaching at Old Salem 
Church. 

My anniversary celebration promises to be a great one. 
The, first event, Saturday, September 2-i from 4: 00 to 7: 00 
:in the evening at Old Salem Church is a La~n Fete to which 
the public is invited. Ice-cream, cake and luncheon will be 
sold. The services of worship begin on Sl~nda\", September 25, 
at Salem Church at 11:00 A.M. with Pas~or \ewby preaching. 
At 4:00 P.M. that afternoon will be tr,e onlv service at Old 
Salem Church, the Harvest Festival Sec,.-ice, at which The Rev. 
Herbert Payne will bring the message. T\e other services at 
8:00 P.M. throughout the weel:< at Sale~i C!-lurch are as f~llows:
 
Monday, The Rev. John C. Bowers, D.D.: "Tuesday, The Rev. M.
 
L. Enders; Thursday, The Rev. J. Fr an;, Fi £'e, D. D. , President 
of the Maryland Synod and Friday, the A~niversary Day, Dr. 
Carl C. Rasmussen, Professor of Svsre~~ric Theology, Get­
tysburg Seminary. Sunday, October 2, at :l:OO A.M. will be 
the service of Holy Communion. On ~ecnesdav, September 28, 
at 8:00 P.M. hhere will be a Buffet S.::ter and entertainment 
at the church for members of the cong-re§":,,:ion only. The cli ­
max of the evening will be the cutti~~ 0: the anniversary 
cake. 

THE REV. J. FRA\h FIFE 

Two of our synod's distinguished clergymen will be with 
us for our anniversary celebration. Dr. fife is known to us 
as the President of the Maryland Syno:J.. He received his edu­
cation at Shrewsbury, Pennsylvania High School and Millers­
ville State Normal School, also in Pennsylvania. He gradu­
ated from Gettysburg College and Seminary and received ad­
ditional training ay the University of Chicago. In addition 
to his academic degree Gettysburg College conferred upon him 
the degree of Doctor Of Divinity in 1949. He served the 
Woodsboro, Maryland Lutheran parish as pastor from 1929 to 
1937 and the Church Of The Holy Comforter in Bal timore from 
1937-1949. He has been an official delegate eight times to 
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the United Lutheran ConveQtion. 
He was secretary of the Mary land 
Synod from 1934 to 1947 when he 
was elected president. When the 
Synod voted to elect a full- time 
president Dr. Fife was elected to 
that office in which he is. now 
serving. Among his many other 
duties, President Fife is a mem­
ber of the Board of Trustees and 
president of the Alumni Associ­
ation of Gettysburg Seminary. It 
is both an honor and pleasure to 
have Dr. Fife with us during our 
anniversary celebration. 

The Rev. I. Frank Fife 

DR. CARL C. RASMUSSEN 

Dr. Carl C. Rasmussen, who will preach on the Anniver­
sary date, September 30, is Professor of Systematic Theo~ 

logy at Gettysburg Seminary. Previous to his coming to the 
seminary he served as pastor of Luther Place Church in 
Washington. Dr. Rasmussen recently visited the Scandina­
v:an countries in the interest of world Lutheranism and on 
his return to America wrote about his findings in his book 
What About Scandinavia? To his credit also is the recently 
published work of the celebrated Swedish theologian Anders 
Nygren, Commentary On Romans which Dr. Rasmussen translated 
into English. 

A more able speaker for the Anniversary service we could 
not hope to find, for Dr. Rasmussen has earned for himsel f 
a reputation as an inspiring preacher as well as a compe­
tent theologian. His interest in world Lutheranism and the 
religious tho 19ht in Europe makes him well versed on the 
the subject of Lutheranism and its place and influence 
in our world today. 

It is a privilege to have Dr. Rasmussen bring us the 
message on this our anniversary. 
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THE FUTURE 

One hundred years I I have had a 
glorious past. Yet I am concerned. 
I am concerned about my future. 
Perhaps I should not be. Some­
how what lies ahead is unknown 
and thus causes anxiety. I should 
not be concerned because I am 
growing. But never has there heen 
a time, perhaps, in the entire 
history of the Christian Church 
with so many problems and com­
plexities and thus challenges. 
Will my people rise to meet them? 
I think they will if the past 

Dr. Carl C. Rasmussen history of the Church is an in­
dication. I spoke earlier about the overcrowded conditions 
of the Church School. There is talk, and plans have been 
made, temporarily, for a new parish house. This has long 
been my dream. Will it become a reality? Of my confirmed 
membership a little over one-half are communing. Will the 
others renew their allegiance to the Church? I have cause 
to be anxious. Catonsville is growing beyond measure and 
comprehension. Will I be able to meet this growth and min­
ister adequately to the community? y future lies in your 
hands. I close with my opening statement. I am your Church. 
What I am 1S what you are. Therein lies the hope of my fu­
ture. 

One more word. You perhaps have noticed that I have not 
named one single person in my lo~g history other than the 
pastors and their families. I have a reason. First of all 
I could not name all. The widow who gave her mite for the 
Church, the man who silently witnessed for Christ and the 
Church, the quiet, diligent wDrshipper in his pew every Sun­
day--these are not in the records of the Church. Their names 
are unknown. A:, our Lord said: She hath done what she could. 

Are these not a part of Salem? There are those of our mem­
bership who worked hard and long, and we know them by name. 
But both groups are Saaem. That is why I have mentioned no 
one by name. It would take a book in itself to do that and 
to omit no one, which is an impossibility. But there is a 
greater reason. Our accountability is to God not man. We 
labor not for praise of men but for the Kingdom of God. He 
alone knows His Church. We do not. 
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May your hundredth anniversary be as over flowingly 
rich in joy and courageous in plans for an expand­
ing future as the past century has been blessed! Who 
can measure the grace of God which has tingled into 
the lives of literally thousands from the altar and 
pulpit of your church in these last hundred years? 
Remember, the Gospel is as creative and full of sav­
ing power today as ever. You are holding a vital 
sector for it. Now let us advance! 

Faithfully yours, 
Franklin Clark Fry 

President 
The United Lutheran Church 

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and our 
Lord Jesus Christ he with you all. Greetings! 

Your church is what a century of service, sac­
rifice, trial and divine favor has made it. Into her 
very walls have gone the materials of human toil and 
loving devotion. Your witness of steady development 
throughout these years is evidence of the divine 
guidance and genuine devotion of those who have gone 
before and of those who labor now. Thanks be to God 
for these one hundred year~. 

May the record of the endeavors of those who have 
labored in the past be an inspiration to those who 
now enter into their labors. 

In behal f of the one hundred and thirty nine con­
gregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the 
State of Maryland, I extend to you hearty good wishes 
on this auspicious occasion. 

Cordially yours, 
]. Frank Fife 

President 
The Maryland Synod 
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