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THE ANNIVERSARY

On September 24-30, 1949, T am observing my one hundredth
Anniversary. All the pastors now living who have served my
people will be preaching. Dr. Enders, Dr. Bowers and Pastor
Newby. It was hoped that both of the sons of the congregation
would be with us, but Pastor Vulgaris found it impossible for
him to attend due to pastoral and synocdical obligations at
that time. Pastor Payne, however, is preaching at Qld Salem

Church.

My anniversary celebration promises to be a great one.
The. first event, Saturday, September 21 from 4:00 to 7:00
'in the evening at Old Salem Church is a Lawn Fete to which
the publicis invited. Ice-cream, cake and luncheon will be
sold. The services of worship beglﬂ on Sunday, September 25,
at Salem Church at 11:00 A.M. with Pastor Newby preaching.
At 4:00 P.M. that afternoon will be trne only service at 0Old
Salem Church, the Harvest Festival Service, at which The Rev.
Herbert Payne will bring the messags. The other services at
8:00 P.M. throughout the week at Salem Church are as follows:
Monday, The Rev. John C. Bowers, D.D Tue day, The Rev. M.

D.D., President
A rsary Day, Dr.
vsTemztil ;heology, Get-
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L. Enders; Thursday, The Rev. J. F
of the Maryland Synod and Fridavy,
Carl C. BRasmussen, Professor of

tysburg Seminary. Sunday, October
the service of Holy Communion. On
at 8:00 P.M. hhere will be a Buffet
at the church for members of the cong
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THE REV. J. FRAXK [IFE
Two of our synod’s distinguished clsrgymen will be with
us for our anniversary celebration. Dr. Fife 1s known to us

as the President of the Maryland Synod. He received his edu-
cation at Shrewsbury, Pennsylvania High School and Millers-
ville State Normal School, also in Pennsylvania. He gradu-
ated from Gettysburg College and Seminarv and received ad-
ditional trainingay the University of Chicago. In addition
to his academic degree Gettysburg College conferred upon him
the degree of Doctor Of Divinity in 1949. He served the
Woodsboro, Maryland Lutheran parish as pastor from 1929 to
1937 and the ChurchOf The Holy Comforter in Baltimore from
1937-1949. He has been an official delegate eight times to
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the United Lutheran Convention.
He was secretary of the Maryland
Synod from 1934 to 1947 when he
was elected president. When the
Synod voted to elect a full-time
president Dr. Fife was elected to
that office in which he 1is, now
serving. Among his many other
duties, President Fife 1s a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees and
president of the Alumni Associ-
ation of Gettysburg Seminary. It
is both an honor and pleasure to
have Dr. Fife with us during our
anniversary celebration.

The Rev. J. Frank Fife

DR. CARL C. RASMUSSEN

Dr. Carl C. Rasmussen, who will preach on the Anniver-
sary date, September 30, is Professor of Systematic Theo-
logy at Gettysburg Seminary. Previous to his coming to the
seminary he served as pastor of Luther Place Church 1in
Washington. Dr. Rasmussen recently visited the Scandina-
vian countries in the interest of world Lutheranism and on
his return to America wrote about his findings in his book
What About Scandinavia? To his credit alsois the recently
published work of the celebrated Swedish theologian Anders
Nygren, Commentary On Romans which Dr. Rasmussen translated
into English.

A more able speaker for the Anniversary service we could
not hope to find, for Dr. Rasmussen has earned for himself
a reputation as an inspiring preacher as well as a compe-
tent theologian. His interest in world Lutheranism and the
religious tholght in Europe makes him well versedon the
the subject of Lutheranism and its place and influence
in our world today.

It 1s =& privilege to have Dr. Rasmussen bring us the
message on this our anniversarvy.
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THE FUTURE

One hundred years! I have had a
glorious past.Yet T am concerned.
I am concerned about my future.
Perhaps I should not be. Some-
how what lies ahead is unknown
and thus causes anxiety. I should
not be concerned because I am
growing. But never has there been
a time, perhaps, 1n the entire
history of the Christian Church
with so many problems and com-
plexities and thus challenges.

Will my people rise tomeet them?
I think they will 1f the past
history of the Church 1s an 1in-
dication. I spoke earlier about the overcrowded conditions
of the Church School. There 1s talk, and plans have been
made, temporarily, for a new parish house. This has long
been my dream. Will 1t become a reality? Of my confirmed
membership a little over one-half are communing. Will the
others renew their allegiance to the Church? I have cause
to be anxious. Catonsville 1s growing beyond measure and
comprehension. Will I be able to meet this growth and min-
ister adequately to the community? My future lies in your
hands. I close with my opening statement. I am your Church.
What I am 1s what you are. Therein lies the hope of my fu-

Dr. Carl C. Rasmussen

ture.

One more word. You perhaps have noticed that I have not
named one single person in my long history other than the
pastors and their families. I have a reason. First of all
I could not name all. The widow who gave her mite for the
Church, the man who silently witnessed for Christ and the
Church, the quiet, diligent worshipper in his pew every Sun-
day-~these are not in the records of the Church. Their names
are unknown. % our Lord said: She hath done what she could.
Are these not apart of Salem? There are those of our mem-
bership who worked hard and long, and we know them by name.
But both groups are Sadem. That is why I have mentioned no
one by name. It would take a book in itself to do that and
to omit no one, which 1s an 1impossibility. But there 1s a
greater reason. Qur accountability is to God not man. We
labor not for praise of menbut for the Kingdom of God. He
alone knows His Church. We do not.
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May your hundredth anniversary be as overflowingly

rich in joy and courageous in plans for an expand-

ing future as the past century has been blessed! Who

can measure the grace of God which has tingled inte

the lives of literally thousands from the altar and

pulpit of your church in these last hundred years?

Remember, the Gospel is as creative and full of sav-

ing power today as ever. You are holding a vital
sector for it. Now let us advance!

Faithfully vours,

Franklin Clark Fry

President

The United Lutheran Church

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and our
Lord Jesus Christ be with vou all. Greetings!

Your church is what a century of service, sac-
rifice, trial and divine favor has made it. Inte her
very walls have gone the materials of human teil and
loving devotion. Your witness of steady development
throughout these vyears is evidence of the divine
guidance and genuine devotionof those who have gone
before and of those who labor now. Thanks be to God
for these one hundred years.

May the record of the endeavors of those who have
labored in the past be an inspiration to those who
now enter into their labors.

In behalfof the one hundred and thirty nine con-
gregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the
State of Maryland, I extend to you hearty good wishes
on this auspicious occasion.

Cordially yours,
J. Frank Fife
President

The Maryland Synod
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