


Thc wriLer is pcofoundly grateful to God thaL He has pcrmincd llim 

La spcnd his Cl1tire ministry in the JVbryland Synod, the Synoclill which 

hc was born, and in which his bther spent the major part of hIs 111111­

Istry, and grateful too, that he has been privileged to serve but three 

churches, all of them in the Eastern Conference. St. Mark's Luthrr,lll 

Church, Washington, D. C; Calvary Lutheran Church, Baltll11ore; 

and Salem Lutheran Church, Catonsville, Maryland. 

When our pastorate at Salem began some of our mel11ber's wne farmers 

and jived five or' six miles frum the church. There were few auto­

mobiles in this area in those dilys We did il lot of pastoral work then 

with horse and buggy, or on :l()[seback, ilnd in winter \l'lth our sleigh 

Since those days the village has grown Into a community of thousands. 

In view of the many and varied chilnges that have taken plilce the sub­

ject of this story, "In Those OilYS," is borrowed from the record of 

the ministry of John the Bilptisr. 

!'!li/(' SO:'l'C!? 







Old Salem 



lL h:t.~ bccn l11y privl1ct:c Lo know Lhc Revercnd DOClor Johll 

(: ho\,,'l'ls lor innr;: Ih,lfl Iwelve YCilI"S. Doctor I3owI'rs is Lruly reptC­

senLllivv ul th,lt tyre 01" ministers who become an institution in J COI11· 

llillDd y. lie rcprl~S"lliS ih:tl erJ in whiLil tll Doctor Jnd P3stor were 

,1\ mell. leiS ur "\II 1,1 ill' to \'''ho I they mi I·t reu, sh, ring with them 

then .loy" (Ind sorrnv..'s. 

It WdS Ill)' prJ"l C 'e sevcn y ars a 0 to be present at a service 

In S,lkl11 .1lIhcl',ln Church which lll;Hhed the u autiflll ['Coec r;nion 

Ill" I I,ll blll dIng. 

J 11 "lying J woru of gre ting to the lill"ge congregJtion, I ex­

prl~sed IIIL IIH1Ught Lh,ll such In Jc!1leVel11eflt as thJt service com­

ll1ClIHlr,lll:u, J11eJnl so milch mOre coming at tl e cl se of twenty-live 

r(';ns e,f minlsrry to tile s,llHe ( ngn.' 'J1I0n tbJn il would have meanl 

,ll tile Ilq;il Iling \l./c IA S:tlnl Til,lotll)"s Jllll"C!1 where 1)OC!OI 13cHvcrs 

J;]S I1lJIlY friends, wish 'or hilll ;)ncl ,\llrs. Bow IS, man)' more ycars 

111gclh,:r "f hll's~ed millislIy to the people of C:1tonsvillc 

W,\\ W -LTON SHEARER 

Rector of Sr Til110thy's Churrh 

Novembcr 21, 1942. 

It IS ;]1\\"ly ;) pJe,lsurc to recognize our fathers In brisl. 

A'lll'll I rer,l ! tll"se who innucnced IJlY life and my !TIi nistry. I always 

lilc]ud III Ihe number illl' jZ,'v~rend Donor .lohn C. BOllins 0 Catons­

"ille, j\,Llryl~nd '-Ii' \\',15 the, ecr tal y of th l\brylJnd SyrJ d whcn 

I \\';)S urchlllLd to the Illinistry The event tonk p!:1CC in 51 !I:'\.ark's 
ClIIHCIl lrJ I~, ltin l)rr: in 1009 Dr. Bowers prc:1ched the orclin<ltion 
,',cr11JoiJ. His l1leS5.1ge W;]S 1111 of sOllnd advice to thc young 11cn Wh0 
1\ Crl In he "rd, im·d T!' Lllcn jJ<lrlicip:1leci in tIle ordin~li0n 'CrC1101l)' 

ilM'1I Jnd bid hIS hJncls lipon my hl'Jd ZLS I b CJll1C a Lllt]wrJn minister 

I h,1VC ,11 VJrs chnishco l". owcrS;)S <1 \v:trm personJ! 

frl' nd 'll1d ,1 1\'lS<' counsell,'r. HIS \plt'Jlclid record of sustained service 
in til .. I u 1 cr,lil Church of rhe I'vbr)'1. nd Synod is WOl hy of wick 
1<:: ~nittlln :Inci I ;)1Jl Stac will htlng hll11 I.;, ny SLMS for his eternJl 
([t) vn 

ABLJEL Rl lSS WEI I., 



,f.lllll.lrY I I, 19 1'\, 

I)C,lI Dr. l"owcrs' 

·l~' I nor tJkc lhj~ ()CCJ~ioll La CXpll'" 10 )"111 1l11' Ill'lr',csi 
congIJtu1Jtion~ upon Lhe COJllJllcllOI1 of thll'l.y 1\I'r) \,1'lrS ;l~ Il,1'I(H ,,[ 

SJlc 11 Lutheran Church. 1 hcltcw Ih;lL inSlr;ld o[ ,~x t'l1dill? 0111'1111111 

IIOI1~ to you, it would b' morc GLting [or Il1C In ((1I1gr,lluL111' ,',11"111 

Church ;lnd (~aLonsville, 

s ;) hrother-mlnister I ,,"ould li"-e Lo "pre'ss J~l\, 'l'r.S"I1,ll 

;lr'prcci;lliol1 [Ill' Ihe ,plcl1did wilr\.. l'''U IIJVC dOli,' III till, ,'(1ll1nlllllir',' 
t\s J prcJcher, VOl! hl\'e aiw1Y~ uphftrd .111 lI1.lglljfi",1 .Ie" ~ ('hl'i" 
Jnd 1JVe cl'lnced .In evangcllol fel\'ol Jnd jlJ."inn \vlil II dlH~ 1,"n1 1 1' 

to thc klundn nf :- our Church lOci OUI' [' oLe~L,111!.1.'l1l, i\L1l1ill l.11thn 
Y<>ll hJVC he n indefHig~hlc In Y<1l1r ,USI r.ll Lll1<'I~, r,Cllinp. nCl!. only 
your o\\ln rllllrch, bUI re, I1nding 10 even L,lil or the r"IIHHIl'llrl', til 
so doing 1'011 hil\'C "",,n J place 01 cs e III Jill! .1 IT" linll In rh,' hr,lll' 

o[ us :111, 

Howev I' successful )'('llt 1111\,' have Ill' '11 ,1S r,'~I, 1 PIC,lliler. 
your gr ,ltest contribution has b 'n nl.lde hI' the simplc. sincelC ( hm 
[ian qUJl1 y of your \':n dl1nCler and In the finc illfillcncl: Ih,11 h,ls 

CminJled rom I' tlr Pusonag llld r1mil\' IIrr Thl' he." cl'idl'l1(1' 
or one's success in Jif~ can be found in la' Cju"lill' "f hnnlf ,11HI r;lmll\, 
une prochl es, Your, IS one of whICh ynll Jill! I liS I'>o\\'ns IlL1\' 

Illdced be pWl\d, r a " nOl ullr11lndful of 11", 1',111 'he IIlI·.-ly 1\' iSI I''';' 

of your rar'sonage I" s playe in it all lnc! r Ilw,dnl'C III lurk 1"'1 III 
this word of apprcciatlon 

I Jill cOllfidcnl thaI I c:q re~. he fcdilH; l)f 11". 11\\ 11 (nnglT 

gJlion, ilnd th" nr lhe ell ire cOlllllllnill' ',I'hCIl 1'1',1)' I h.ll 1''''1 I nl" 

1l1Zly be sp,1rcd to us f r many \,cars 1o 'C'11C 

I\gain, CongraLlIl1lions! 

!\~ cver. 

Dc,1I" Dr, Rowers, 

Heart)' cnngl;ttul.llloll~ "n you ,hirly..;:,'{nnrl ;11111jVt' '~,ll"Y 

God has gre;)!ly blest LIS wilh ,1 long ,I "se rrl,)/ldshill tlnt! 1I1,II1V y",ll'.,' 

of service, Your IiI rJture indic,l cs Ihilr you arc ;1 '\'t\- 111,11\ IIUI 

ncccletb not be ashamed" 



N ve111b'[ 2G, 1942 
1\/\ Y )C.1r Frillld: 

1 want Lo congr,Hl1late you heanily upon tbe campi tion of 
l"lt\,-~ix fl'UI1JltI yeJl~ or aClivc 5l'1 VlCl in tbe 1111nlSI ry. You C<lll re­
\'1,'11' l!1',C )'l',ilS \\'Ith tbe )O}' aLei SJlisbcLIOll of k lowing that I' u 
!)Z1Ve fJitUully, Jain bly, anu drectlvely been "going )bout do'ng 
,'oud," k.lving bchil d a rccord wJ Icb sh lid W<l1'I",1 the heart of any 
( hri~li,111 Mi iSiLr. 111 the churcbe, 0 which you have been the pastor 
;1,,11 In the one III which yOIl arc !lOW so successfully serving, <I, well 
;l.~ 111 Illl Lllgn splleils ill tllc work of tbe Maryl<lll Synod anc! in the 

!,iled I ulilcran Cl urch. you have rcnc!cl'c i1ne se[vice and IlJve ex­
l'lted ,II i !fb, [lCC \\'llich c, n ot ur evaluated by statistics. I wish to 
:'ln~~I',ltltl, te yllli J so that, during the nlajor portion of your mInistry 
VClll have enjoyed Ihe Nne and effilient ~o peration o( a devoted wife. 

1L gives me 11lIl.-]1 jny 10 sa)' all this because of Ollr pel's nal 
fll\:ndslllp which began In Seminal y days aud has cOIHinueo without 
illlClIUp ion ,furl1 g ~Il LIl se ye.rs -;1 friendship that bas constantly 
deepcned sinlc. 1,lIgcly through youl jJ<'rs I, i Ouencc, I was called LO 
SUCCl'cd }'(~ll as paslor of Czl!vary ChLlIch in 19] O. All ,liang y u I ave 
heell ,1 le,tI Sle,Hlr"SL fril'llci wllu could be trusted at ,II limes. This 
,lJ11Hc'ci,lte Vl'LI' milch 

H{IJ1I11g th,ll you 111.1)' ellJoy m,ll1)' more YCJlS of Jctivc 
srrVIC\·, ,1111 

Sillcel'ly yours. 

FOSTLH U GlIT 

ovember lOth, 19..12 

I,~J!' Dr. 130wcr5: 

1 .Jllpr ciatc l1l\lrc t)IJl1 1 can tell the corL ia! reception which 
you ,1 d Ihl' 11l:ll\blrS ~l "our -ongregallon g;1VC me yesterday when I 
\\',15 plivilL'geLi III speal... at yom C':hulch on behalf of rhe United 
_ll I \,In Church in f\11eriD 

\ 'hile the 'l, I c0\dd n [ hel Jetting 111Y mine! run back overj 

the yc,1fS dluing which 1 h,we b 'cn hiljJpy In 1111' acquaintilJ1c . hip with 
)'1,1I, going I>:lck as II cy do to the dill' of my boybood 

Tt is difficult La Ie lize how \TI:lny y',rs ]I,ve p,s cd since 
Ih1'/1 .1oLl tInt \'OL1 ille 11 W III ering upon he thirty-third y', r of your 
,1i1slorJt· ,1 Lh,: S,dCI1l Luthcr. II Churcl at C,ll )ns 'ilk. It nglatul te 
you Jnd your ])('ople 1110S( sincerely and fro'm the depths of y heart 



on I his llllrty-second !\nlllv T~':II y of your p~~lor~l". I }'1I Ing the'" 
years 'all have been permil C lo III ~n important Il.lCc in the \'.'t'rk 
"f the 1.lIt]lclan (hurd 'nd the conglega ion which I}'l~ hprn pivi 
eged 0 oe unci r YOllr pa.~roral CMe i.~ fo 'tlndtc and h,lPI')" in,k,'" 
Th~l these thitly-lwn YCdr (If L1L"'r or y tlr p,lrr hal'c I",en C\ccc,Jlng 
Iy fruitful \Va, mUle h. I cvident YC~lerJ.1Y by I H' li/e <if ltlc '()n~ll' 

ga.tion which att ndrrl I.hc morn in, ,cr\'icc tf) 1)(',11 " stlangel P\('o;" II 

lh" generd[ work of the C.hurch I knu\V, therefore, [till well Ih,lt Ih,' 
average c ng egJtion Wllich as~cl11l'lr~ 0 \V(1I~hip r,'fh SlInll,\, Ill." :1­

ing 11l1iSt he even larger than rhat \Vhi h \Va.1 here )'e.~lt'rd~\, ConHn'q,l 
ions of such Iii cia nOl come Without l11uch \V I .Hld ahol n ilK 

P,lstl)r'S p;1ft. T know that YOUI pcople JIC happy lllli blc"ed in ynlll 
pastoral ministrations .105 well as edified a d ins i 'er! by l'Ollr pn'ltbing. 

To you and you,- people I send cordial grt'clings .1nd bC';l 

wishes on lhis signal .1nnil'crsJrY in your Joint I.lbnrs lngc Irer I I 1)' 
God that lhe future will have 111llch of h,lppil1cSS H d Inl' (nr Y"l1 ;"1 
an thill tire years 10 come Will l lntinuc Jnd en!l;lnle the SUI cess t!lal 
Ips crow n '0 (he 1.1 b(lr~ of I II pas!'. 

Blessed indeed arc lhe people who h~ e such ,HI 1',1 1\O'lt .• \. 

secrated. self-sacrificing .1nd del'o cd 1','5 nt' as yOIl fllr tlll'ir sl"lrilll" 
le,lder 

\Vil.lr Ill)' kindcst gree jngs ,11 J besl wishes, r J111 

Sincercl y yOlll'S, 

C\RL i\t [)I~II I I' 

--.
 

I I \1'", "ol1d of yell' t' Iii <l11',1 n ,II\1! wril<' 111" lilt' !<'II "~I '.\' hi, " 
C,ll11e I CJ me yesterday I h~w ;1lw,,\,s JPl1leCI,lled I'nur I I len,j'.ll;' I h.'It, 
,lIT I wn points of conlJCl bet WCCIl us (Jctl)'sb Ir~ ,11<1 1;'11 ""11. "\,f 

I th.1l1k rOll (lr Ih' lillie loukll't. Ilis l)ill'ollli"o [I 10 

ery well donc. [I CnlJlh.lsi7,CS some nf the 11,1ils )'nt!l (:p'lld~ Il', 
(ound in you. You mighl hJve includc I ,lnol'l"'r ,I ''''I1\(' "f 1111111 1I 

-for I .1m sure JCIUS h,ld It 

It is ,1 ple.1sur to renll'l11bcr ~I,,\ )'our 11IIL1dil1~: SIII'I'",1 .,( 

t he ,~rl11il1.1I-)'. 

\Vilh .,,' good \\'ishes, 

I !I'IIfI r: R r c: 1\ I 1 I ':. \ >! 



December 18, ] 9-12. 

J)c.Jr Dr. Bowers: 

I wish to offer to you Ill}' sincere congratulations upon this 

[he completion o[ your thirty-second year as pastor of Salem Lutheran 

ehul-rh. 

In the shon time that I have been in Catonsville, om 01 
Ihe [lul\gs that has llllprcssni me gre,llly is the wonderlul loyalty th,ll 

you h,lve 1l1SjJJrcd 111 the people o[ your church,.-Ioyall}' \0 our Lord 

alld Masfn. Z1llU loyalty to you their beloved pastor. 

i\s a younger lllan in the Christian Ininlstry, I f~cl that it ;: 
a grezll privilege to bave alnong my [rrends one whom God has used 

so liclJiy il\ the work of His Kingdolll !VbI' He continue to bless you 

,\ndthe work to which you have given so many years of faithful service. 

Very sincerely, 

WILLli\M H KEPLER, 

}vlilJlster, Catonsville Presbyterian Church. 

AI-,lona, Pa 

My dear Brother John: 

We arc always glad to hear of the substantial work you are 

doing. Mrs Kline Joins me In wishlllg you a long and very happy 

pas[or.lle JJ1 Catonsvillc. 

MARION J KLINE, 

'93 Class Preslden!. 

Ca rI is] e, Pa 

DeM John: 

Mrs Diffenderfer :1l1d I reacbed hOIlle after another pleasant 

VISit With you and your family It was Inspiring to preach to a con­

g[·(gatl01\ that filled the Church at the Wednesday evening Lenlen 

se rv ICC. 

Gr:cmCE M. DIITENDERFER, 

'93 Class f-Jls!orinn 
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