


The writer 1s profoundly grateful to God that He has permitted him
to spend bis entire ministry in the Maryland Synod, the Synod in which
he was born, and in which his facher spent the major part of his min-
istry, and grateful too, that he has been privileged to serve but three
churches, all of them in the Eastern Conference: St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church, Washingron, D. C.; Calvary Lutheran Church, Baluumore;
and Salem Lutheran Church, Catonsville, Maryland.

When our pastorate at Salem began some of our members were farmers
and lwed five or six miles from the church.  There were few auto-
mobiles in this area in those days. We did a lot of pastoral work then
with horse and buggy, or on horseback, and in winter with our sleigh.
Since those days the village has grown into a community of thousands.
In view of the many and varied changes that have taken place the sub-
ject of this story, “In Those Days,”” i1s borrowed from the record of
the ministry of John the Baptist.
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ge to know the Reverend Doclor John

It has been my privil

years. Doctor Dowers is truly repre-

ype ol ministers who become an institution in a com-

ents that era in which the Doctor and Pastor werce

as memnbers of cach Tamily to whom they ministered, sharing with them

therr 5 and sorrows.

vilege seven years ago to be present at a service

was i

Salem Lutheran Church wlich marked the beautiful redecoration
of thar building,

In saying a word of greeting to the large congregation, I ex-

pressed the thought that such an achievement as that service com-
memarated, geant so miuch more coming at the clase of twenty-five
years of ministry 1o the same congregation than it would have meant
at the beginning. We of Saint Timothy's Churcly where Doctor Bowers
has mauy frends, wish for him and Mrs. Bowers, many more years
ogether of blessed mimistry to the people of Catonsville.
Wil WELTON SHEARER
Rector of St. Timothy's Church.

November 21, 1942,

It ts always a pleasure to recognize our fathers in Christ.
When I orecall those who influenced miy life and my minstry, T always
include in the number the Reverend Doctor John C. Bowers of Catons-

7

was the Sceretary of the Maryland Synod when

ville, Maryland.
[ was ordained o the mimistry. The event took place 1n St. Mark's
[ hed the ordination

Church in Baltimore in 1909, Dr. Bowers preac
sermon. His messape was full of sound advice to the young men who

re to be ordained. Tle then participated in the ordination ceremony

1y head as T became a Lutheran minister.

T

itsell and lard his hands uj

[ have always cherished Do Bowers as a warm  personal
and a wise counsellor.  His splendid record of sustained service
hurch of the Maryland Synod is warthy of wide

in the Lutheran €

recognition and T am sure will bring lim many stars for his eternal

ABDEL Ross WENTZ.



January 111943,

Dear Dr. Bow
May [ nat take this occasion te express (o you my heartes

on of thirty two years as pastor of

congratulations upon the compl

Salem Lutheran Church. [ believe that instead of extending eongratula

tions to you, it would be more fitting for me to congratulate Salem
Church and Catansville.

As a brother-minister, T would like to expr

my personal
appreciation for the splendid work you have done in this community
As a preacher, you have always uplifted and magnificd Jesus Christ

and have evinced an gelical fervoar and passion which does honor

Pratestantism, Maroin Luther

wrch and our

in your pastoral labors, serving not only

to the founder of vour (
You have been i
your own Church, but res

call of the communiry. In

esteem and affection in the heart:

so doing you have waon
of us all.

However successful you have been as Dastor Preacher.
sincere Chris-

your greatest cantribution has heen by the simple

that has

tian quality of your own characier in the fine influe

vy hfe The best evidenee

nated from your Parson:

of one's success 1n life can be in the quality of home and [amily

one produces. Yours is one of which you and Mrs Bowers may
indeed be proud. T am not unmindful of the part the Tovely Mistross
ol your Parsonage has played in it all and T therelfore include her in

this word of appreciation.

I am confident

gation, and thar of the ent

may be spared to us for mar ame
Again, Congratulatic
J. TURNBULL SPIfKNALI

e

(]
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Washingron, [
Dear Dr. Bowers:

Hearty congratulations on your thirty second anniversary
God has greatly blest us with a long close friendship and many vears
of service.  Your literature indicares that you arc “a workman that

needeth not be ashamed.”
L. M. ZIMMERMAN

Poage Turend



November 26, 1942,

I

W, i Iy . 1 -
Ay Dear Pricnd:

I want to congratulate you heartily upon the completion of
rty-six fruiful years of active service in the ministry.  You can re-

v these years .-.i'\;: the joy and satisfaction of knowing that you
bave faukfully, humbly, and effectively been ™

belhind a record which should warm the heart of
Minister.  In the churches of which you have been the pastor

sing abour doing

leavis

and in the one in whichh you are now so successfully serving, as well
in the larger sphieres in the work of the Maryland Synod and in the
United Lutheran Church, you have rendered ﬁne scrvice and have eox-
not be evaluated by staustics. 1 wish to
ate you a portion of your ministry
> enjoyed the fine Ahd efficient cooperation ol a devored wife.

erted an influence which ca

so that, mg_ the majc

res me much joy to say all this because of our persanal

ndship which began in Seminary days and has continued without
mterruption during all these years——a friendship that has constantly
cdeepened sinee, largely through your personal influence, [ was called

succred you as pastor af Calvary Church in 1910, All along you have
been a real steadfast friend who could be trusted ac all ttmes. This 1

appreciate very much

=
jur)
O
-
a

Hoping that you may cnjoy
service, 1 am
Sincerely yours,

Foster U, Gl

November 16th, 1942,

I appreciate more than I can tell the cordial reception which
members of your congregation gave me yesterday when 1
leped 1o speak at your Churchh on behalf of rhe United

Thurch 1n America.
hile there, 1 could not help leting my mind run back over

g which [ have been happy in my acquaintanceship with
you, going back as they do to the days of my boyhood.

Tt 1s difficult to realize how many years have passed since
! ‘au are now entering upon the thirty-third year of your
Salem Lutheran Churceh at Catonsville. I congratulate

you and your people most sincerely and from the depths of my heart




on this ersary of your pastorate.

years you have

of the Lutheran church and the congregation which has been privi

fill an impocrant place

pecmitted

care 1§ fortunate and happy indeed

leged to be under your

heen excee

That these thirty-ts ars of labor on your part have ding

than evident yesterday by the sive of the o

ly frutcful was more
gation which attended the morning serv
I know, therefore, [ull well rhat the

¢ to hear a stranger present

the general work of the Church.
assembles 1o worship cach Sunday mors

average congregation whicl

terday

ing must be even larger than that which was there ye
tions of surh size do not come without much work and
Pastor's part. T know that your people are happy and blessed in your

pastoral ministrations as well as edified and inspired by your preaching.

on the

and best

To you and your people [ send cordial

wishes on this signal anniversary in your joint labars together T proay
God that the future will have much of happiness and oy for yon all

will continue and enhance the success that

and that the years to come
has crowned the labors of the past.

people who have such an earnest, con

Blessed indeed are the
secrated, self-sacrific and devoted pastor as you for their spivitual

leader.

&

[ am

With my kindest greetings and best wi
Sincerely yours,
Cart M. Distree

ptember 25, 1042

Dear John:

It was gaod of you to sit down and write me the letter which

came to me yesterday. T have always appreciated vour Triendship | heve
are Lwo points of contact between us—Gettyshurg it

[ thank you for the httle bookler, Tlis

very well done. [t emphasizes some of the traits youwr Diends have
found in you. You might have included anorher —a sense of Timor
—for I am sure Jesus had it.
It is a pleasure to remember also your nnfaling suppoct of
the Seminary.
Witlr all good wishes,
HERBERT C. ALLEMAN,

Poge Theenty oone



December 18, 1942,
Dear Dr. Bowers:

I wish to offer to you my sincere congratulations upon this
the completion of your thirty-second year as pastor of Salem Lutheran
Church.

[n the short time that T have been in Catonsville, one ol
the things that has impressed me greatly is the wonderful loyalty that
you have inspired 1in the people of your church,—loyalty to our Lord
and Master, and loyalty to you their beloved pastor.

As a younger man in the Christian ministry, [ feel that it is
a great privilege to have among my f{riends one whom God has used
5o tichly in the work of His Kingdom. May He continue to bless you
and the work to which you have given so many years of faithful service.

Very sincerely,
Wirriam H. KEPLER,

Minister, Catonsville Presbyterian Church.

Aloona, Pa.

My dear Brother John:
We are always glad to hear of the substantial work you are
doing.  Mrs. Kline joins me in wishing you a long and very happy

pastorate in Catonsville.
Marion J. KLINE,

'93 Class President.

Carlisle, Pa.

Dear John:

Mrs Diffenderfer and I reached home after another pleasant
visit with you and your family. It was inspiring to preach to a con-
gregation that filled the Church at the Wednesday evening Lenten
service.

GRORGE M. DIFFENDERFER,
'93 Class Historian.
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Thiaks to my brother for writing the Foreword and reading the proofs

To Mrs. Purcell, Mrs, Unglaub, Mrs. Wright, Mrs. Wahaus, Miss Anna

Mae Campbell (or valuable typing.

"o Mr. Lester, his danghters, Edich and Glenice, for church clerical

work.
To Miss Louise F'reund for invariable care of altar cloths and flowers.

To Miss Catherine and Miss Rosa Umbaugh {or the liberal besrowal
of their unusual talents and experience in creating ecclesiastical vest-

ments.

To Mrs. tspey for her cheerlul skilled needle work at the "Old Church”
and the "New One.’

’

To Edwin Glocker, a designer of exceptional ability for Hymn DBook

slides and numerals and artistic creation of musical programs.

To Dr. Edwin Thomas and Dr. Ilenry Einspruch lor special

To Dr. Geora: Keidel for information concerning the Old Church.

To John Laumann, J. W. Scott, A B Hargeet, Allred Waldeck, and

Melvin Guttromson [or photographic work.

In the compilauon of names and registering of events there may b

crrors. We are sorry for any that may be found in our booklet.
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